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Wh at  we’r e  goin g t o  cover

◉ Who is  conside re d  to be  a  vulne rab le  witne ss

◉ Spe cial Me asure s availab le

◉ How the y work in p ractice  – particularly   
inte rm e d iarie s and  p re -re corde d  XX

◉ Ground  Rule s He arings



Wh o is  vu ln erable?

◉ Child  witne sse s (ie  unde r 18)

◉ Those  suffe ring  from  m e ntal/ physical 
d isorde r or le arning / physical d isab ilty

◉ Those  whose  e vide nce  is  like ly to be  
d im inishe d  through fe ar or d istre ss  

◉ C in a  se xual offe nce , a  dom e stic  abuse  
offe nce   or a  m ode rn slave ry offe nce  unde r

◉ Ws and  Cs in ce rta in viole nt offe nce s



Sp ecia l Measu res  Ava ilable

◉ Scre e ns 
◉ Live  Link 
◉ Evide nce  in p rivate  
◉ Re m oval of wigs and  gowns
◉ VRI as e vide nce  in chie f 
◉ Pre -re corde d  cross-e xam ination 
◉ Inte rm e d iarie s  
◉ Aids to com m unication 
◉ A com bination of two or m ore  of the  above



Pre- Recorded  XX

◉ Can only be  g rante d  if W’s orig inal account 
has be e n vide o re corde d

◉ Re cord ing  norm ally take s p lace  at court with 
W on a  live  link within the  build ing  and  partie s  
in the  court room  

◉ Othe r approve d  p re m ise s such as The  
Lighthouse  in North London



Pre- Recorded  XX

◉ Should  take  p lace  e arly in the  p roce e d ings

◉ W will be  xx by de fe nce  advocate  and  any 
furthe r que stions put by p rose cution and / or 
the  judge

◉ Re cord ing  can be  subse que ntly e d ite d  if 
ne ce ssary

◉ That e vide nce  is  subse que ntly p laye d  to the  
jury at tria l



Pre- Recorded  XX

Advantage s:
◉ Evide nce  is  re ce ive d  e arly in the  p roce ss, 

e nab ling  W to ‘m ove  on’
◉ Evide nce  is  ‘in the  can’ in the e ve nt of 

de lay/ re tria l
Challe nge s:
◉ It is  frontloade d  
◉ Continuity of judge / advocate s is  d ifficult
◉ Doe s it re ally e nab le  W to ‘m ove  on’?
◉ Som e  de bate  about im pact on convic tion 

rate s



In t erm ed ia r ies

◉ Inte rm e d iary is  a  tra ine d  e xpe rt in assisting  in 
com m unication

◉ Can be  he lp ful for d iffe re nt type s of 
vulne rab le  witne ss

◉ Will asse ss W be fore hand  and  g ive  
re com m e ndations to the  court for how W can 
be  supporte d

◉ Prim arily the re  to assist W unde rstand  what is  
be ing  aske d  and  he lp  W to com m unicate  the ir 
e vide nce  e ffe ctive ly



Grou n d  Ru les  Hear in gs

◉ This is  a  spe cial he aring  only in vulne rab le  
witne ss he arings

◉ Will take  p lace  be fore  re cord ing  of XX or a t the  
be g inning  of tria l

◉ If the re  is  an inte rm e d iary, the y will be  a  ke y 
part of the  he aring

◉ Purpose  is  to de te rm ine  the  way in which the  W 
will be  supporte d  and  what a ll partie s  are  
re quire d  to do to assist the  W



Grou n d  Ru les  Hear in gs

Sorts  of things which will be  conside re d  are :
◉ What are  W’s ne e ds/ vulne rab ilitie s?
◉ Que stions/ top ics in advance ?
◉ Re stric tions on XX/ num be r of advocate s 

que stioning?
◉ Me e t W be fore hand?
◉ Wigs/ gowns/ nam e s
◉ Bre aks
◉ Props



Fin a l t h ou gh t s…

◉ Focus of crim inal courts  is  to e nab le  Ws to 
partic ipate  e ffe ctive ly and  g ive  the ir be st 
e vide nce  

◉ Tone  and  e m phasis is  on supporting  the  W, 
e ve n if that p re ve nts  D ‘putting  his  case ’

◉ Re quire s a  de libe rate  m ove  away from  
aggre ssive  adve rsaria l he arings

◉ Re quire s judge s to be  m uch m ore  p roactive  



Th an ks!

ANY QUESTIONS?
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