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Snapshot
Annual review of performance

Standards of good regulation
Core functions           Met
Annual performance review 2015/16   (number of Standards)

Guidance & Standards 4/4

Education & Training  4/4

Registration  6/6

Fitness to Practise  10/10

Key facts & figures:
  Regulates the practice of doctors in 
 the United Kingdom
 274,060 professionals on register 
 (as at 30 June 2016)
  £425 fee for registration with a licence 
 to practise or £152 for registration 
 without a licence to practise

Find out more about our performance reviews at:
www.professionalstandards.org.uk/performancereviews



Activities and actions demonstrating 
how the GMC is meeting the Standards

GUIDANCE AND STANDARDS: 
STAKEHOLDER VIEWS/EXPERIENCES 
ARE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT

Focus on:

The GMC conducted several public 
consultations on new or revised guidance, 
including on the duty of candour, cosmetic 
procedures and confidentiality. It also 
published advice on topical issues, for 
example, responding to cases of female 
genital mutilation and how doctors can support 
transgender patients. The GMC revised wording 
of its guidance for supporting transgender 
patients following feedback from the British 
Medical Association (BMA) demonstrating 
its engagement with stakeholders when 
developing its guidance and standards.

The GMC has met all of our 24 Standards of Good Regulation this year.

FITNESS TO PRACTISE: CASES ARE 
DEALT WITH AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE 
AND ANY DELAYS DO NOT RESULT IN 
HARM/POTENTIAL HARM

REGISTRATION: EVERYONE CAN 
EASILY ACCESS INFORMATION ABOUT 
REGISTRANTS
Since 30 January 2016 more information is now 
available on its online register. This reflects 
the GMC’s research findings into what national 
and international regulators make available, 
the public interest and the changes made in 
the GMC’s functions. A further consultation on 
additional proposed changes to the register 
closed in October 2016.

REGISTRATION: THE PROCESS IS FAIR, 
EFFICIENT, TRANSPARENT, SECURE 
AND CONTINUOUSLY IMPROVING

The full report is available from our website. It covers the 
GMC’s performance from 1 April 2015 to 30 June 2016.

The GMC has worked with experts and partners 
to develop a model for the Medical Licensing 
Assessment (MLA). The MLA will aim to reduce 
variation and inconsistency by introducing a 
common threshold for safe practice that those 
seeking entry to the UK medical register would 
have to meet. The GMC has visited all of the 
UK medical schools to discuss its proposals, 
met with the UK’s four Governments, held a 
series of workshops with GMC associates and 
other experts, and met with key stakeholders. 
In the model developed for consultation, 
applicants would be assessed on their applied 
knowledge and clinical and professional skills. 
The GMC plans to investigate, test and pilot the 
MLA between 2018 and 2021, and expects full 
implementation from 2022.

We were concerned last year about the overall 
length of time taken to conclude cases from 
the receipt of a complaint to the final fitness 
to practise hearing decision. As the overall 
timeframe increased this year, we decided 
to carry out a targeted review. We remain 
concerned about the GMC’s overall fitness 
to practise timeframe but have accepted its 
explanation that the increase in the timeframe 
has been a result of it closing increased 
numbers of older cases. On the basis that 
greater numbers of its older cases are being 
concluded, there have been significant 
reductions in timescales for dealing with less 
complex cases and satisfaction that the GMC 
is taking active steps to progress and monitor 
cases, we have decided the GMC has met this 
Standard. 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING: PATIENT/
SERVICE-USER SAFETY IS PRIORITISED
The Standards the GMC uses to approve 
postgraduate medical education curricula and 
programmes of assessment are now over 10 
years old, so the GMC has started a project 
to review them and make sure that they are 
up-to-date and take account of the latest 
developments in postgraduate training and 
assessment. As part of this project, the GMC 
has already engaged with various stakeholders; 
identified areas of concern from its own internal 
review of postgraduate medical curricula; and 
commissioned expert advice. It also held a 
public consultation on the new draft Standards 
which closed in October 2016.


